SENECA-----SENEGA.

A decree of the senate was called senatus
consultum. The number of senators neces-
sary to form a quorum during the republic is
uncertain. After this body had remained
for several centuries at 300, their number
was raised by Sulla to 600, he having added
300 equites to the senate. Julius Csesar
made a further increase of 300, and at one
time there were 1000, but Augustus lowered
their number to 600, and required the pre-
sence of 400 to constitute a full assembly.
He afterwards further reduced them, and
later 70 members were considered sufficient.
The majority of votes always decided a
question. Latterly, under the republic, the
tribunes of the people could veto every pro-
position before the senate. Under the em-
perors the senate gradually lost its political
consideration; finally it often accepted and
passed the imperial decrees without delib-
eration. In modern times the term is ap-
plied to the upper or less numerous branch
of a legislature in various countries, as in
France, in the United States, in most of the
separate states of the Union, and in some of
the Swiss cantons. It is also used to desig-
nate the governing body of certain univer-
sities.

Sen'eca, a lake in the western part of
New York State, 25 miles s. of Lake Ontario,
into which its waters flow. It is about 37
miles long, from 2 to 4 miles broad, and 630
feet deep. It communicates with the Erie
Canal, and steamers ply upon it.

Sen'eca, Lucius ANNJBUS, called Seneca
the philosopher, son of the following, was
born at Corduba (Cordova) A.D. 3. When
quite young he went to Rome, where he
made rapid advances in knowledge under
the tuition of his father, and also studiously
pursued the Stoic philosophy. One of his
best treatises, Consolatio ad Helviam (aletter
of consolation addressed to his mother), and
also Consolatio ad Polybium (a letter con-
soling Polybius on the loss of his brother),
were written in Corsica, whither he was
banished in A.D. 41, being accused, through
the jealousy of Messalina, of undue intimacy
with Julia, a niece of the Emperor Claudius.
He was recalled in 49, made, praetor, and
appointed joint-tutor with Burrhus of the
young Domitius, afterwards the Emperor
Nero. The good government of the first
years of Nero's reign was largely due to
Seneca (though Seneca had consented to
the assassination of Nero's mother), but he
lost his influence, and being accused of com-
plicity in the conspiracy of Piso he was
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forced to commit suicide (A. a 66). His
works comprise treatises on Anger; On Pro-
vidence; On Tranquillity of Mind; On the
Steadfastness of the Wise Man; On Cle-
mency, addressed to Nero; seven books On
Benefits; seven on investigations of nature;
and twenty books of moral letters. The
tragedies which bear Seneca's name are very
inferior to his prose writings, and it is doubt-
ful whether he is really the author, some of
them having been attributed to his father.

Seneca, MARCUS ASXJBUS, rhetorician,
and the father of the preceding, was a native
of Corduba, in Spain, and was born about
61 B.C. He went to Rome during the reign
of Augustus, and there taught rhetoric with
great success for several years. He died
at Rome towards the close of the reign of
Tiberius (A.D. 37). He was the author of a
collection of extracts showing the treatment
of school themes by contemporary rhetori-
cians, but of no importance as literature.

Seneca Falls, a town, Seneca co., New
York, on Seneca River, which flows from
Seneca Lake to Cayuga Lake. The beauti-
ful falls on the river afford excellent water-
power. Pop. 6116.

Seneca Indians, a tribe originally inhabit-
ing the western part of New York State,
and belonging to the Six Nations. They
number upwards of 3000 on New York
reservations, and a small band are in the
Indian Territory.

Senecio.   See Groundsel.

Sen'efelder, ALOIS, the inventor of litho-
graphy, born at Prague 1771, died at Munich
1834. See Lithoyraphtf.

Sen'ega, or SEN'EKA (Pdyrjala, Senega], a

Senega (PotygOJa, Set&n}.

plant belonging to the natural order Poly-
galacese, common in the XT, States.    It has